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For many years the King of Spain did not do anything
open against Elizabeth. He encouraged those who wished The
to murder her, but to take an open part against her would
have thrown England on .the side of his rival France.
But Mary left her claims on the throne of England to the
King of Spain. This, and the fact that Drake had harried
the Spanish Main in 1585, made Philip declare war; it
was decided to send the " Invincible Armada " to Eng-
land, and conquer it once and for all.

The Armada set sail in 1588. That it had not started
the year before was due to Drake, who had sailed into
Cadiz harbour and set on fire all the ships laden with
stores which had been collected there. He called his
exploit " singeing the King of Spain's beard ". Great
as was the damage he did, it was repaired by the industry
of the Spaniards; All was carefully arranged: the Duke
of Medina-Sidonia was placed in command; the Armada
was' to sail up the Channel and pick up from Flanders a
Spanish army commanded by the Duke of Parma. Then
it was thought that to land it in England and conquer
Elizabeth would be child's play. The Spanish troops
w'ere the best in Europe; and no Spaniard dreamed that
English ships could possibly resist the Armada. Philip
trusted also that the English Catholics would fight for
him instead of for their Protestant queen.

Never did man make a more gigantic mistake. Catholics
and Protestants alike thronged to the army which
Elizabeth collected at Tilbury. The fleet was put under England,
the command of Lord Howard of Effingham, Elizabeth
knew her people. " Let tyrants fear!" said she; " I
am come amongst you to lay down my life for my God
and for my kingdom and for my people. I know I have
the body but of a weak and feeble woman, but I have
the heart of a king, and of a king of England too, and
think foul scorn that Spain or any prince of Europe